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Wesleyan, city conserve energy

By JOSH MROZINSKI

Middietown Press Stalf

MIDDLETOWN — Wesleyan University
has been saving
money while con-
MIDDLETOWN serving the earth’s
resources.

Although they began four years ago
with initiatives to become more energy effi-
cient, the effort gained momentum because

of students who insisted a part of the
strategic plan focus on the environment.
“In the process of developing it, we high-

. lighted environmental stewardship as

something very important” said Marcia
Bromberg, finance and administration vice
president. “The students caused us to be
more thoughtful on what we were doing.”

The student group, Environmental
Organizing Network, made sure the envi-
ronmental focus was in the plan, said
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by 2010 Campaign.”

The city will be eligible to
get a free solar energy system
for every 100 residents or busi-
nesses that join. The university
has already signed up to buy
100 gigawatts, equivalent to 100
homes.

Bromberg said Wesleyan is
buying its first two electric
vehicles this year. They will
require essentially no mainte-
nance, she said.

“20%

Connecticut  Light and
Power awards the school
_rebates from $20,000 to

$60,000 for doing energy effi-
cient progrars.
“Every time we get a rebate,

we use it for a new project,”
said Bromberg.

Conservation extends to the
school’s building.

Fauver Field Residencesy
scheduled to be completed this’
summer, will have higher envi-
ronmental standards. It will
house 260 students. i

“We like to think Wesleyan
as being in the forefront of
national issues,” said Nora
Connor, a student involved in
the environmental campaign.
“And in this case we weren't
leading.”

She said a lot of changes’
have already happened, from
turning the heat down to
acquiring automatic lights.

To contact Josh Mrozinski,
call (860) 347-3331, ext. 222-o1
email  jmrozinski@middle-
townpress.cont.

Bromberg.

The strategy says the university will
focus on energy conservation, reducing
energy use, alternative resources, recycling
and campus cleanliness.

The students focused on having 20 per-
cent of the university's energy come from

renewable energ% sources. Wesleyan has
partnered with the city participate in the

See ENERGY, Page A8



