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'Clean Energy Future for Bethlehem'
Energy Task Force Program Set

05/12/2010
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BETHLEHEM - The Energy Task Force will present Clean Energy Future for Bethlehem
at 10 a.m. Saturday, May 15, at Memorial Hall.

Energy Task Force members Cassandra Beauvais, Carolyn Humphreys, Fred

Merrill and Jack Nelson will focus on the Home Energy Solutions Program, which
provides an expert home energy audit; free energy-saving items and services, such as

compact fluorescent lights and caulking; and potential savings of hundreds of dollars

in energy costs and rebates for a modest co-pay.

In the second part of the program, task force members will explain Bethlehem's plan

to support the development of more clean, renewable energy sources and how that

can be accomplished economically.

In December 2009, the Board of Selectmen voted to join 96 other Connecticut

municipalities in pledging that 20 percent of the power for town facilities would come

from renewable energy (regional wind, hydroelectric, solar) by the end of 2010.

The purpose of the voluntary program is to support renewable sources for future

energy security and a cleaner environment for Connecticut.

Residents can support clean energy and earn credits toward free solar panels for
town buildings by signing up for clean energy options, which offset the use of coal, oil,

nuclear and gas with regional wind and hydroelectric power.

The task force will explain how the renewable energy option can be selected and still
save on electricity bills by taking advantage of the competitive electricity generation

market.

Home Energy Solutions and the free solar panel program are supported through the
Connecticut Energy Efficiency Fund and the Connecticut Clean Energy Fund, both paid

for by a small proportion of each electric rate-payer's bill.

Money-making promotions for clubs, religious groups and organizations that run their
own sign-up campaigns for Home Energy Solutions or Connecticut Clean Energy

Options will also be discussed.

The task force will be available for questions and will meet individually with groups on
request.
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request.

Refreshments and a variety of handouts will be provided.

Those seeking additional information may call 203-266-5479.
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